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House Committee on Intrastate Commerce 
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10:00 a.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 430 
 

On the following measure: 
S.B. 774, S.D. 1, RELATING TO PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL LICENSING 

 
Chair Ohno and Members of the Committee: 

 My name is Paul Guevara, D.M.D., M.D.S., and I am the Chairperson of the 

Board of Dentistry (Board).  The Board has not had an opportunity to review this bill but 

will do so at its publicly noticed meeting on March 11, 2019.  The Board will provide its 

position at a subsequent hearing, should the Committee pass this measure.    

The purposes of this bill are to: (1) prohibit a licensing authority from using rules 

to supersede requirements set forth in licensing laws; (2) prohibit a licensing authority 

from adopting rules that authorize an unlicensed individual to perform duties, activities, 

or functions that, if performed by another professional, would require licensure of that 

professional; and (3) exempt persons working toward licensure, including, but not 

limited to, apprentices, trainees, graduates, or students and personnel who are under 

the supervision of a licensee and not otherwise required to obtain a license, except for 

auxiliary personnel regulated under Hawaii Revised Statutes chapter 448 (Dentistry). 

 The Board notes that 4000+ dental assistants are currently employed by dentists 

as auxiliary personnel in the State, and there is no need to differentiate these 

professionals as set forth in S.D. 1.   

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.  









SB-774-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/11/2019 8:25:08 AM 
Testimony for IAC on 3/12/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dayton Q.L.Lum Hawaii Dental 
Association 

Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB 774,SD1. the problem with this bill is the amendments that have been 
applied,which changes the bill to target Dental offices that have dental assistants. This 
bill would prohibit a unlicensed support staff assisant to perform duties, activites, and 
functions, if performed by another denttistry professional (e.g.hygienest).  The real 
problem with this bill is that it will limit dental assistants from assisting denstists in ways 
that are appropriate and supervised. Hawaii policy makers should promote increased 
access to quality care. This bill does not advance the oral health of the people of our 
state. Please defer this bill. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Dayton Q. L. Lum, D.D.S. 

2019 H.D.A President 

  

Oahu Dental Care 

850 Kamehameha Hwy., Ste. 155  

Pearl City, HI 96782 

 



SB-774-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 8:38:26 AM 
Testimony for IAC on 3/12/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Daron Stevens Smile World 
Orthodontics 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am asking you to vote against bill SB 774 SD 1 to avoid having to hire a hygienist as 
an assistant to do what assistants do now and are as capable to do specific tasks as 
well as dental hygienists.  Hawaii is going backwards from the rest of mainland US and 
Canada with this bill.  This is exactly what the dental profession in Hawaii does NOT 
need.  

What this bill should say is that a licensed professional should be authorized to hire 
auxiliary personnel to perform duties that require licensure.  And any licensing authority 
(the state dental board) shall be required to provide proper certification programs for 
auxiliary staff to have the opportunity to prove competency of said duties THAT ARE 
PERFORMED UNDER THE LICENSURE AND SUPERVISION of the licensed 
professional the auxiliary is employed by. 

Let licensed doctors be allowed to entrust and oversee auxiliary staff to do delegatable 
procedures that are performed by staff that have been allowed the opportunity to prove 
they are competent to perform specific minor procedures through state-authorized 
certification modules that are above and beyond standard auxiliary certification (for 
things like performing a supra gingival/coronal prophy or scaling, temporary orthodontic 
resin removal with a high speed, splint adjusting of occlusion, temporary crown 
occlusion reduction and cementation, etc.)  Let's focus on what is best for the general 
public's dental care.  Denying capable auxiliary staff from becoming credentialed to 
perform minor, trainable, certifiable procedures and helping provide dental care is not in 
Hawaii's best interest. 

This is what dental care needs in Hawaii to allow more affordable care to its residents 
by reducing the financial burden on dental offices and the subsequent increased fees 
for dental services to patients and insurance companies that result from licensed 
professionals being crippled by licensing authorities over-regulating licensed 
professionals' ability to govern their practices and oversee and be held responsible for 
their staff.  

SB 774 SD 1 is progress in the WRONG direction and NOT where the rest of the world 
is heading.  Let's get be proactive in giving the people of Hawaii the dental care they 
deserve. 



The people of Hawaii will be best served by shutting down this bill that is lead by the 
hygienists of Hawaii with their own self interest in mind and replacing it with more 
forward thinking legislation with the PEOPLE of Hawaii's best interest at heart. Let 
licensed professionals decide what's best for their patient's care, not hygienists or 
legislators.  

Sincerely, 

Dr Daron Stevens,  DDS. MS, Orthodontist 

 



SB-774-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 3:49:38 PM 
Testimony for IAC on 3/12/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jim Hori, DDS Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I STRONGLY OPPOSE this bill because it may will curtail my dental assistants from 
doing the duties that they currently perform.  This will cause our practice to be very 
chaotic resulting in a lower standard of care for our patients as well as increasing our 
operating costs! 

Sincerely, 

James Hori, DDS 

 



SB-774-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 4:23:35 AM 
Testimony for IAC on 3/12/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dr Jason Hiramoto Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I'm opposed to SB 774 SD1.   

This bill is unnecessary and will result in higher costs to the patient.   

The practice of dentistry is mindful of the limitations of their staff and the repercussions 
of using unqualified staff to perform duties that they are not qualified to perform.   

Adding this regulation does nothing to increase the safety of the patient but it will 
increase the cost of producing the service of dentistry and make access to care to the 
impoverished, immigrant, uninsured more limited for financial reasons. 

 





SB-774-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2019 9:37:44 AM 
Testimony for IAC on 3/12/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Norman S. Chun Hawaii Dental 
Association 

Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB774, SD1 which prevents the Board of Dentistry from adopting rules that 
help move the scope of dentistry forward in a safe and timely manner. 

Unfortunately, this measure if passed would simply put a professional work force out of 
business. Dental Assistants will no longer be able to perform current allowable duties. 
This affects well over 3,000 jobs state wide. The only remaining work force would be 
dental hygienist and although dental assisting is within their scope of allowable duties, 
they are not well trained in these areas that the dental assistant performs on a daily 
basis. Their time is best utilized with the prophylaxis procedures on patients. 

Dental assistants are vital to the dental profession. 
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